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Women as part of the
village medical staff,
. end 19thc.

Some women took part in the responsibility of supporting their
families and started small businesses: Nesia Dashevsky, who
opened a kitchen which was also a "home away from home"
for the Second "Aliya" workers. Kadia Araki, who sold eggs,
did some sewing, maintained a cow barn and sold milk to the
villagers, all these to help support her family.

Rishon Le-Zion was a pioneer in the revival of the Hebrew language. The
first Hebrew school in the world founded here was inspired by Eliezer Ben Yehuda
who believed that women, due to emotions unique to them, could best contribute to
the revival of the Hebrew language. A handful of women were active in imparting the
Hebrew language, writing Hebrew literature and encouraging education. Worthy of
mention are Nechama Pochachevsky, “the first female Hebrew author" and Kumash
Yona Damari Mizrachi, from among the Yemenite immigrants, who saw the importance
of education and urged the women in her community to study to better themselves.

The women of Rishon Le-Zion were among the first women of the Jewish "yishuy"
(settlement) to obtain equal rights. Nechama Pochachevsky and Adina Kahansky
established the "Women's Organization for Equal Rights". In 1919 they succeeded to
achieve their goal and were voted, by majority, to head the Local Committee (Pochachevsky
as chairman and Kahansky as her deputy). It is to their credit that many public activities
in the fields of individual welfare, education and culture were advanced.

Hanna Levin, who devoted her entire life to public welfare, was the first woman mayor
who ever served in the state of Israel. During WWII she served in the British army and
with the establishment of the State of Israel, at the age of fifty, she joined the Israeli
army, IDF. In 1956 she was voted as mayor and was the first and only woman mayor in
the country until the 1998 elections.

Despite the fact that most of the First "Aliya" women did not immigrate because of
ideological Zionist zealous, it was, in reality, the hardships of the life and the new
challenges that actually brought them to carry out the Zionist ideal in the end. They
educated a generation of "new Jews" and instilled in them values of love for the land,
the people and the country. These “Sabras" aspired to obtain national independence.
These women were among those who laid the foundations for women in Israel to improve
themselves, influence society and strengthen their own status.
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WOMEN IN RISHON LE-ZION

With the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the State of Israel, this booklet presents
the story of the women of Rishon Le-Zion from its founding until the end the 20th
century. These women, who devoted their time and energy for the benefit of the
individual and the community, were pioneers in their fields.

The women of the First "Aliya" (immigration) (1882-1904) were forced to cope with the
hardships of Eretz Israel but remained in their traditional role without the rights and
privileges equal to those of the men. All their activities centered within the confines
of their household and farmyard. Because of the hardships, women often paid with their
own health and that of their children. Such a woman was Sara Schalit, the wife of the
founder Eliezer Elchanan Schalit. Only a few months after the founding of the village,
Sara lost her infant daughter, Berakha. “The sight of our poor sick mother and the
dying child pressed at her bosom almost broke our spirits. So, poor Berakha was
my parents first sacrifice on the altar of their idealism” (M.A. Schalit, Travelled
Roads", 1953, 2000). Sara Schalit serves as an example of a woman who followed her
husband and his ideals faithfully and devotedly and, later on, identified with them. Even
the "Bilu" women, Hasia Beninson, Fanny Freizer and Fanny Belkind, who came with
anl ideological background, continued to fulfill the traditional women's role for all the
Bilu" group.

According to the custom in those days, inherited land was usually written in the name
of the male head of the family. An exception to this rule was Bracha Hirshfeld. In 1914,
when her husband, Zvi Hirshfeld, left the village to set up the Ruhama farm in the
Negev, he entrusted his will with the Local Village Committee giving the power of
attorney to his wife to do with the land as she wished.

In Rishon Le-Zion there were also women who fulfilled traditional professions such as
midwives, nursing caretakers and teachers: the wife of the founder Binyamin Fein, Fania
Lapidot Fein, the first midwife, Hava Carlan, the first public nurse, Shifra Gissin, the
first r?n'ncipal of the girls' school and Esther Shapira, the first Hebrew kindergarten
teacher.

@I

Naomi Lubman
in the vineyard,
1915




WORTHY WOMEN D'®10 NIdT2

Women in Rishon Le-Zion (1"*%-11BR12 0'w)

[PR2-[IIRY IRTID
75100 \'X2-[ILR 7 TN ,2 DY TNR ‘M
03-9676934 :0P?9 03-9598890 ,03-9598862 : 71D
14:00-09:00 N ,'T,1,/R O] :ANTN 20p? NIND
14:00-10:00 'NTR ITIN 222 NIWRI N2V ,19:00-16:00 ,13:00-09:00 ‘2 O

Museum of Rishon Le-Zion
2 Ahad Ha-Am St, P.0.B. 7 Rishon Le-Zion, 75100
Tel; 03-9598890, 03-9598862 Fax: 03-9676934
The Museum is opened to the public on: Sun, Tues, Wed, Thurs 09:00-14:00
Mon: 09:00-13:00, 16:00-19:00, 1st Sat. of calendar month: 10:00-14:00

e-mail: ronitm@hironit.co.il :2"R17
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